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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion   : New Year Service / Sunday Evening Service 
Date   : January 1, 2018 l July 8, 2018 
Theme   : Being a Blessing in 2018 
 
TITLE   : OUR PROPER RESPONSES TO THE BLESSINGS OF GOD 
Text/s   :   
 
1 Peter 1:13-16 
13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought 
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 
15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 
16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading :  
 
Ps 116:12-14 
12 What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits toward me? 
13 I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord. 
14 I will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all his people. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:3-16 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations: 
7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory: 
9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
10 Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that 
should come unto you: 
11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 
12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are 
now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 
13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought 
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 
15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 
16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s   : 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
1 Peter 1:3-16 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold 
temptations: 
7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory: 
9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
10 Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that 
should come unto you: 
11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 
12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are 
now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 
13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought 
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 
15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 
16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
KJV 
 
 
A) We is Blessed because… 
 

1) He had begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Christ (V 3) 
 
1 Peter 1:3 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:23 
23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever. 
KJV 
 
John 1:12-13 
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: 
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
KJV 
 

2) He has given us an inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, fades not away, reserve 
in heaven of us (V 4) 
 
1 Peter 1:4 
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
you, 
KJV 



3 

 

 
1 Peter 3:9 
9 Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are 
thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing. 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:18 
18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his 
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 
KJV 
 

3) He keeps us by His power (V 5) 
 
1 Peter 1:5 
5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:31-39 
31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things? 
33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 
34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at 
the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. 
37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, 
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
KJV 
 

4) He makes us joyful even through temptations and trials (V 6) 
 
1 Peter 1:6 
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations: 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 1:6-9 
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations: 
7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory: 
9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 4:12-15 
12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you: 
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13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 
14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth 
upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 
15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other 
men's matters. 
KJV 
 

5) He has given us a kind of salvation that even the prophets of old did not see and angels 
were not privileged to have (vs 11-12) 
 
1 Peter 1:10-12 
10 Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you: 
11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 
12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, 
which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 2:7-10 
7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before 
the world unto our glory: 
8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of glory. 
9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 
10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of God. 
KJV 

 
 
 
B) FIVE (5) RESPONSES TO THE BLESSINGS OF GOD 
 
1 Peter 1:13-16 
13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought 
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 
14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 
15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 
16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
KJV 
 
 

1) Discipline your minds for action 
1 Peter 1:13 
“Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind…”  KJV 
 
Gird up the loins of your mind: Using the long, flowing robes worn by most people in Greek societies 
as a word picture, Peter commands us to gird up our minds just as such a robe needed to be gathered 
up in preparation for strenuous activity. We need to discipline our minds for action. 
 
Luke 12:35 
35 Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; 
KJV 
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Eph 6:14 
14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness; 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:7 
7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. 
KJV 
 
Rom 12:2 
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
KJV 
 
Eph 4:22-24 
22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts; 
23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 
KJV 
 
 

2) Be in full control of all your actions 
1 Peter 1:13 
“…be sober…”  KJV 
 
Be sober: A drunken person has a disoriented mind, lacks self-control, and is not alert to his 
surroundings. We are commanded to maintain a calm and thoughtful state of mind, in full control of 
all our actions. 
 
1 Peter 5:8 
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 4:7 
7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 5:6-8 
6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 
7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. 
8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an 
helmet, the hope of salvation. 
KJV 
 
 

3) Patiently fix your hope 
1 Peter 1:13 
“…hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ…”  
KJV 
 
Hope to the end, or “patiently fix your hope”: We must recognize that He is in control and patiently 
wait for Him. The focus of our expectation is His grace, which we presently experience but which will 
be fully granted us at His return. 
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Rom 15:4 
4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 
KJV 
 
Heb 3:6 
6 But Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the 
rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 
KJV 
 
Heb 10:35-39 
35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. 
36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the 
promise. 
37 For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. 
38 Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 
39 But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of 
the soul. 
KJV 
 
Heb 6:18-19 
18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us: 
19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that 
within the veil; 
KJV 
 
 

4) Be careful not to be identified with the world with all its lust. 
1 Peter 1:14 
“…not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance…”  KJV 
 
Not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance (v. 14): This phrase is 
translated “be not conformed” in Romans 12:2 and commands us not to adopt the world’s lifestyle 
and thought patterns, especially our “former lusts,” which enslaved us before our conversion. 
 
Rom 12:2 
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
KJV 
 
Col 3:5-9 
5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate 
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 
6 For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: 
7 In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 
8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your 
mouth. 
9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 
KJV 
 
1 John 2:15-17 
15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. 
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is 
not of the Father, but is of the world. 
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17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever. 
KJV 
 
Rom 6:4-7 
4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of 
his resurrection: 
6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that 
henceforth we should not serve sin. 
7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 4:2 
2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of 
God. 
KJV 
 
 

5) Fashion yourselves after God 
1 Peter 1:15 
“…be ye holy in all manner of conversation…”  KJV 
 
But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy (v. 15): God is first and foremost a holy God, 
and we are called to “fashion” ourselves after Him. Complete holiness is out of our reach this side of 
glory, but it should be our goal. 
 
1 Peter 2:9 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
KJV 
 
2 Peter 1:3-9 
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was 
purged from his old sins. 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 4:3-8 
3 For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: 
4 That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; 
5 Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God: 
6 That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: because that the Lord is the avenger 
of all such, as we also have forewarned you and testified. 
7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. 
8 He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy 
Spirit. 
KJV 
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2 Cor 7:1 
7 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
KJV 
 


